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943 April 20, 1900 

GERMANY. 

Regulations against plague adopted at Stettin. 

Stettin, March 28, 1900. 

Sir : In reply to a letter addressed by this consulate to the local police 
president, I have received a copy of the local regulations for prevention 
of the introduction of bubonic plague, of which a translation is inclosed. 

All ships entering Swinemunde from ports in any of the following 
countries, India, Mozambique, Lorenzo Marques, Madagascar, all har- 
bors of the Suez Canal, Mediterranean Sea, and Portugal, likewise the 
harbors of Spain north from Portugal, and the harbors of the east coast 
of South America between the twenty fifth and fortieth degrees of lati- 
tude, including Brazil, are subject to the inclosed quarantine regulations. 

Although this port has been free of any semblance of the plague, it is 
provided with an isolated house, with accommodations for 16. 

Harbor employees have been instructed to bring dead rats, found at 
the water front, to the Bacteriological Institute. 

Respectfully, John E. Kehl, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[In closure.] 

Parage aph 14, B. 

Stettin, March S3, 1900. 
If a ship has a case of bubonic plague on board, or has had a case within. twelve days 
previous to the date of arrival, the ship is considered as infected and subject to the 
following quarantine regulations : 

1. The plague infected are brought on land and conveyed to an isolated house which 
is especially fitted for the admission and treatment of such patients, or they can be con- 
veyed to a hospital ship. Persons having the plague are to be entirely isolated from 
those suspected. Suspected cases are to be held under close surveillance until every 
atom of suspicion is removed. 

2. If there are any dead on board they must be interred as soon as possible with 
every precaution. 

3. All other persons (passengers or crew) are to be held under observation, the dura- 
tion of which depends upon the sanitary condition of the vessel, and the time which 
has elapsed since the last case, the quarantine, however, not to exceed ten days. 

At the discretion of the harbor authorities passengers or crew can be detained under 
observation on board ship or on land. Travelers who can prove that they did not come 
in contact with those affected, can, at the discretion of the examining physician, be 
released after a thorough examination, the release to be immediately reported to the 
police, who, in turn, notify the police at the point of destination of said passenger, 
where he can be kept under a secondary observation. If the observation of the crew 
takes place on board, the leaving of the ship can be granted by the health officer, and 
then only in such cases as are absolutely necessary. 

4. All linens, wearing apparel, etc., belonging to the ship, passengers or crew, if con- 
sidered infected with the contagious germs, must be disinfected, likewise the different 
compartments of the ship. The mode and thoroughness of any further disinfection rests 
with the health officer. 

All sweepings must be burned. 

The transmitting of the plague through the escape of rats and mice from infected 
ships must be prevented. 

5. Bilge water considered as infected must be disinfected and pumped out of the ship 
as soon as practicable. 

6. Water ballast taken on at an infected port must be disinfected before same is 
pumped out ; if it is impossible to disinfect same, then the discharging of such water 
ballast is to take place upon the high seas. 

7. Water for drinking and other use, when suspected of being infected, is to be dis- 
infected before being pumped out and to be replaced by wholesome water. 
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Paragraph 14, C. 

A ship having had a case of plague during her voyage, but not within twelve days 
from the date of arrival, is regarded as suspicious. After an inspection, if the examin- 
ing physician deems it advisable, the crew can be put under a ten-day observation. 
Passengers are permitted to land and continue their journey, the police authorities at 
the point of destination of said passengers are advised in advance of their arrival, when, 
at the discretion of the board of health they can be subjected to an examination and 
treated according to paragraph 14, B, clauses 1-3-4-7. 

Paragraph 14, D. 

If a ship previous to her departure or during her voyage has not had a case of plague, 
the vessel can be considered free from contagious diseases, although the port of depart- 
ure was infected, and after an inspection can be admitted to entry. If the result of the 
medical inspection has not been satisfactory, or if the ship has been less than ten days 
under way, then the passengers and crew can be held under observation until the 
expiration of the ten days. 

Paragraph 14, E. 

Ships earring emigrants, and having unfavorable sanitary conditions, can be subjected 
to additional precautions other than those mentioned in paragraph 14, B, and paragraph 
14, D. 

Paragraph 14, F. 

The landing and forwarding of merchandise or used articles from an infected ship 
are subject to restriction only so far as the decrees of the officials of the empire or prov- 
inces may affect them. Merchandise or articles supposed to be infected must be dis- 
infected before leaving the ship. 

Report from Bremen. 

Bremen, Germany, April 2, 1900. 

Sir : During the past week 4 steamers, carrying emigrants, sailed 
from this port for America. In all they carried 3,(591 passengers, the 
largest in any single week during the present year. 

It is reported that the governments of Russia and Hungary are to 
take steps to prevent such extensive emigration, as certain districts are 
fast becoming almost depopulated. It remains to be seen what effect 
the government action will have on restraining this emigration. 

On Saturday last the new steamer Frankfurt sailed for Baltimore. 
This being her first trip, I inspected carefully as regai-ds her ventilation 
for the steerage and also the hospital facilities. Both seemed to be well 
provided for. 

There were 9 detentions, as follows : Trachoma, 2 ; fever (cause 
unknown), 2 ; conjunctivitis, severe, 2 ; blephoritis, 1, and psoriosis, 1. 

There were 30 other cases recommended for detention for causes 
under the immigration laws, but were taken at the risk of the steamship 
company. A complete list of such cases was furnished to the immigra- 
tion authorities at the destined ports. 

During the past week 5 cases of scarlet fever and 2 of diphtheria 
occurred in the city of Bremen. 

Respectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



